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On Nov. 4, the day before the first major deadline of the Central American peace accord, the Reagan
administration decided to seek $30 million in new non-lethal aid for the contras. Congressional
Democrats, who are generally opposed to continued financing for the contras, moved to make it
difficult for them to receive any more aid from the US. Although House Democrats agreed to vote
on budget resolutions that would provide $3.2 million in non-lethal aid to the contras through Dec.
16, a second resolution for the remaining 10 months of the fiscal year would provide no more US
funds to the contras. On Nov. 5, a Continuing Resolution was passed in the House by a vote of
256-159 which includes the $3.2 million in additional contra aid. This amount must also be approved
by the Senate. In late September Congress voted to provide $3.5 million in non-lethal aid until
Nov. 10. Republicans are expected to offer an amendment to accomplish the administration's goal
of providing the $30 million to the contras. A vote on the issue, expected before Thanksgiving,
could become a full-fledged congressional test on whether to maintain support for the contras.
The projected administration request for non-lethal aid amounts to an acknowledgement that
the contras have enough military supplies to sustain them until early next year. In the face of
insurmountable opposition in Congress, the White House last week delayed plans to seek $270
million in aid that could be used for military purposes. One official said rebel forces had enough
military supplies to continue fighting if they were only able to replenish stocks of non-lethal items.
Money appropriated for non-lethal purposes may still be used by the military but cannot be used for
guns, ammunition and the like. Across the country, US citizens registered their outrage at providing
another $3.2 million for the contras. In addition to a barrage of phone calls to elected officials, rallies
were organized in Detroit and Ann Arbor, Michigan; Phoenix and Tucson, Arizona; Talahassee, San
Francisco, Los Angeles, and Colorado Springs, among others. In Washington, nine people, leaders
of humanitarian aid and people-to-people organizations, were arrested in a non-violent protest of
this aid, which was part of a rally and press conference. Speakers at this Days of Decision activity
were Nobel Peace Prize laureate Adolfo Perez Esquivel, Witness for Peace volunteer Paul Fisher,
and Father Enrique Blandon, member of a local reconciliation commission in Waslala. Fisher and
Blandon were recently kidnapped by the contras. They spoke of the need to support the momentum
of peace in Central America, and how their kidnappings represent the kind of atrocious acts that
the contras committed with the $3.5 million dollars passed on Sept. 30. (Basic data from NEW YORK
TIMES, NICARAGUA NETWORK, 11/05/87; LOS ANGELES TIMES, 11/06/87) [Nicaragua Network
can be contacted at 2025 I Street NW #1117, Washington DC 20006, 202/955-6176.]
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